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MAGNUM COMMUMCATIONS INC. REPLY COMMENTS 
NPRM, AMENDMENT FM ALLOTMENTS PORTAGE, WI AND STOUGHTON, WI 

ATTACHMENT 4 

LETTERS OF SUPPORT FROM COMMUNITY LEADERS 
AND BUSINESS LEADERS 



CITY OF STOUGHTON 

August 27,2004 

To Whom it May Concern: 

It Is our understanding that Magnum Radio Q m p  has proposed to the Federal Communications 
Commission that they be allowed tci provide the first FCC licensed radio service to Stoughton, 
Wisconsin. They have requested to move a currently licensed and operating station (WBKY-FMI 
to Stoughton from Portage, Weconsin. Portage already has three licensed stations, while 
Stoughton has none. 

It is also our understanding that a large broadcast conglomerate, Mid-West Family. has filed a 
petition requesting that the FCC deny Stoughton it’s first FCC licensed radio station. It Is their 
position that they provide enough service to Stoughton and that their service is satisfactory for us. 

Please be aware that we are a full service city of 12,500 citizens. and our goal is to provlde jobs, 
goods and services here at home. We have succe.ssful industrial parks in our city, offer retail in a 
thrivii  downtown and other areas throughout the city and have our own very successful hospital 
and medical clinics, and we have a wonderful school system. We are not a suburb of Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

We are a community full of people who care, we have publidprivate partnerships that provide 
many wonderful re8SOnS for people to call Stoughton their home. We have a Volunteer Fire 
Department and Emergency Medical Service, a full time Police Department that does their own 
dispatching. We had the flrst skateboard park in Dane County for our youth, and the first Youth 
Center for Middle School children. both established in the early 1990’s. Many communities In 
Dane County have since started thek own youth centers, modeled after ours, and many have 
built skate parks since we did ours. We have a restored beautiful Opera House on the third floor 
of our 103 year old restored city hall, and we attract patrons from a large service area 

We recently met with a representative of Dane County, Wisconsin. 
Emergency Government to evaluate our hazard mitigatin needs. One thlng 
that was brwgM up by several city departments was the need to get 
informatkm to our citizens in case of emergency when there is a need for 
them to evacuate their premises. We have sites for people to go to such as 
our Senior Center and schools. but no easy way to get thal information to 
them. We, at that time, wished that we had 8 local radio station, so we’d 
have easy access to a formet to gel that information out. Now we may have 
that opportunity and we don’t want to lose it. 



a 
We 888 a chance to provide local news. public service announcements, weather warnings, snow 
emergendes and local radio shows to wmmunbate with our public. We do have coverage by 
Madison radii stetlons, but we cornpets with a large metmpolitan mea and our issues are often 
given low priority. 

Please do not deny us the opportunity to hew our own radio station for the first time. If you need 
more information, p b s e  feel free to contact me by phone. mal, or emaii at 
hinhnspnBjPEi .StoUQhb n.wi.us. 

sincerely, -- 
Helen J. Johnson 
Mayor 



CITY OF STOUGICI‘ON 

To Whom It May Concern, 

It‘s been bwght to our sttention that a request has been 
made to relocate an existing radio station. WBKY-FM, currentiy of 
Portage Wisconsin, to Stoughton Wboonain. Stoughton Is a city of 12,500 
residents, south-southeast of Madison, wlth a population of 
approxlrnateiy 25,000 within the 53589 zip code area. Stoughton is a 
vibrant community that has available the types of goods and servlcea 
people need. located within the city. We have just completed an 
extensive downtown revitalization project and with most all of the store 
fronts occupied, Stoughton has become a model for many wishing to do the 
same in wuth central Wfsmnsin. 

We are the home of industry, corporate offices, end other 
various Wnesses, which provkle jobs and services for our city. 
Stoughton Trailers Corporation, Nelson Industries(Divlsion of Cummins 
Died), Uniroyal Engineered Products, Zalk Josephs Fabricators, and 
CmWay Central Express Trucking, just ta name a few. Stoughton has a 
successful and growing hospilai that has teamed with Saint Mary‘s 
HospW of Madison to provide our service area with excellent health 
care options. Stoughton has a diverse selection of consumer goods, 
ranghg from antiques, craft5.8peCiauty shops and everyday products 
available in the city. We are truly a sslf contained community with our 
own identity. 

We, as dty counsel representatives find it very exciting 
that ulcsre (s a chance to have a local radio station locate In 
Stouohton. We believe that many opportunities exist with that kind of 
s e w  at a local level. We are currently updating our emergency 
management plan and to have a lomi tadlo media to work Wfough could 
elp us bring critiil information to our reskh?nts. We also see many 

passibiiitii within the school dlstriU to have broadcasts of school 
sponsored activities. We believe that the increased abHity to have 
another sourn for people to obtain information about Stoughton 
and the immediate surrounding area is a strong positive for our 



Stoughton has a mmunity access cable station, and the 
director believes the possibility of workmg together on community 
projects can provide new and exciting possibilities for programming. His 
feelings am there is much to gain for Stoughton with thk kind of 
opportunity. Radb broadcasts, live remote$, and the presence of a local 
radii station can provide businesses of Stoughton with new tools to help 
them grow and succeed. 

For the above reasons and many more. we ask that you laok 
favorably to the request by the Magnum Rad10 Group's proposal to 
relocate WBKY-FM to our wonderful city, Stoughton Wisconsin. If you 
would have any questions please contact the Stwghton City Hall and we 
would be happy to address them. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

Sincerely endorsed by the following officials of the 
Stnoghton City Coundl, 

David McKichan - Aldermanic District 2 
Jim Griffin - Aldermanic district 4 
Pat Schneider -Aldermanic district 3 
Paul Lawrence -Aldermanic district 2 
Ron Christhnson -Aldermanic district 2 
Melissa Lamp8 - Aldermanic district 3 
Roltie Odland -Aldermanic district 4 
Gerald Olsen - Aidermank district 3 



CITY OF STOUCHTON 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON D.C. 20554 

16081 873-0677 

To Whom It May Concem: 

I am witmg rhis I& in suppat of Magnum wo ~roup's propod thnt the nnm*ly l i d  
and operaling statim (WBKY-FM) be moved from Portage, Wismnsh to Stoughton, Wisomin. 

It has come u) our attention that the FCC hs rcceived a petitim a p i n s ~  the mvc by Mid-West 
Family, a lruge mema unnpmy that o m  sad o m s  an& of statim~ in Madrsan, 
Wisuasin Then parition is tha Madiwn radio staions provide sarisfactoly s d o c  IO the City 
of Stoughton. The Other possibility to consida is that they arc trying to limit COnpretiton for 
advertising and otha rwenues m their om& market area. 

The City of Stoughton has a populetion of 12.629 (Wisconsin Department of Adminisbation 
figure firom 2003) and has no licmxdisdio stmicm. The Wimnsin DOA'r fiptrcs forthe 68mc 
pcnod for the City of Poragc is 9,905 and it currently has 3 licensed statim. By this fact done, 
a move would scem robe awroprate. 

Stoughron is rid a pan of Madim. Stoughtm is a city ofrioh cultural uaditione and has a strong 
No~wegian haitage. We k c  eadcavortd to be a fullaavicc community with robust local 
mdusrq and many thriving *res in our vital downcown and businesses beyond the mtQ of 
town. Culturally, (IUT most precious gem is tbe historic C~IY Hall Opna House which hns been 
beautifilly d w host a wide variety of cultural events every y c ~ + - m  classical music to 
folk singers to children's thcatcr. 

Stoughton prides iml f  on being a unique and 
serve a multitude of pwposes. Somr: of thest plaposca which quickly come to mind arc: 

l n n t a r d  atpowe of rh city tlmugh local Stoughton ststion idsmification once an 
m. 
Loon1 weather and weather alert information. 

Lmal news and events which are not covered on Madison stations. 
k a w d  opportunitiw for loal businesses to reach both rhe locnl and -8 audience. 

d t y  and n scpurtc radio station could 

9 

Edwti0l)nlmntsco~ge. 

provided by tht Madisan radio stations, these mtim ne obviously 
Madim ma and so, many evenu specific to Stoughton a e  

I sincerely hope that pamission is epYaea for WKBY to join our goal community! 

Sincarly, 

2- 
Luuyl J. Almc 
City Clerk 

UAUm 



C€TY OF STOUCHTON 

To Whom It May Concern: 

It has bean bmught to my atlention &at m qplication with the FCC to bring the City of 
Stoughtan, Wiseansin its first radio station is being opposed! 

We arc a vibrant, self suf6cient community of 12,600 people with an immediate 
commerce service. mea of over 25,000 people. Our camereid area downtown has 
served m a shopping hub for many, many years. 

I can’t imagine ~ o y  possible negatives for the City having its OWD Radio Station - While 
I can think of m- ‘ti I 

I do hope the License Transfer Applkation of Mapm Radio Group is mroved. 

Y 

Finance Director 
City of Stoughton 



CITY OF STOUGHTON 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 
Sewing Electric. Warer 6 Wnslewaler Since 1845 
600 South Fouiih Street P.O. Box 383 Sloughion. W: 53589-0383 
i6081 871-33i9 El l .  123 
V m t  us a1 wiiim.stoiightnnuiil~f~s.roni 

ROBERT P. KARSiISZ. ?.I;. 
Director qf Uliiines 
bkardaszhtough tonuiiIities.com 

VIA E-MAIL & REGULAR MAIL 

August 30,2004 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12* Street sw 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

RE: Request from the Magnum Radio Group (MRG) to provide Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) licensed radio service to Stoughton, Wisconsin. 

Dear SirMadam: 

It has come to our attention that the MRG has filed a request with the FCC to move a currently 
licensed and operating radio station (WF3KY-FM), from Portage, Wisconsin to Stoughton, 
Wisconsin. Under the assumption that the operations of the new radio station would not 
negatively interfere with the technologies currently utilized by fellow local license holders, the 
Stoughton Municipal Utilities strongly-recommends approval of this request. Providing local 
emergency and other public service announcements to our 8,400 rural and urban customers is 
currently hampered by not having a local radio station that our area residents can relate to and 
rely on. Such radio station could be designated as the station to listen to in the event of potential 
unscheduled service interruptions. Our emergency response plan currently includes a plethora of 
radio stations serving Madison, Wisconsin. Sharing information with such a large number of 
radio stations occasionally leads to communication challenges and misinformation broadcasts. 
This problem will be mitigated through the use of a single local radio station designated for such 
purposes. 

Please contact me at (608) 873-3379 Ext. 123 or at bkardasz@stouphtonutilities.com, or Sean 
Grady at (608) 873-3379 Ext. 116 or at so4rady~,stou9htonutilities com if further clarification of 
our support is required. 

Sincerely, 
STOUGHTON MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 

Robert P. Kardasz, P.E 
Utilities Director 

cc: Mayor Helen J. Johnson-City of Stoughton 
James Coursolle, Group General Manager-Magnum Radio Group @-Mail) 
Attorney Denise Moline-MRG FCC Counsel @-Mail) 
Sean 0 Grady, Utilities Operations Superintendent-Stoughton Municipal Utilities 

http://tonuiiIities.com
mailto:bkardasz@stouphtonutilities.com


FROM :"wC" Electric FW NO. :668-873-8256 FLg. 31 2884 67:23W P1 

CITY OF STOUCHTON 
R-27-04 

Fedetal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 

To Whom It May Concan: 

I1 has comc to my attention that !he Magnum Rndio Group has fled a mquesi to move 
radio station WBKY-PM to the City of Stoughton. It i s  also my undcrstanding that thc 
Mid-West Family (MWF) has filed a petition to deny the approval of this movc. 

As Fire Chief fof the City of Stoughton I ste !he possibility of a mdio station in our 
community as B great assct. This would be an avenue to provide emergency broadcasts 
and iaformattiun to our citizens that the Madison radio station would not put as High 
priority. 

Stoughton is a community that does not want to be dcpendcnt on the larger City of 
Madiron for its services. Having our own radio broadcart service would be one mole way 
of staying an independent community. 

Recently we had an incident in our Hi& School, this typc of local broadcDst capqbility 
woilld hme provided an excellent media to inform the parents and citizens tn to 
information about the situation. 

It i~ my bcliefthat a local radio station could service our citizens to a pw;atet extent than 
my radio Station h m  another community. As R city official and personally I feel it is in 
the best intetwt ofthe citizcns of the City of Stoughton to be allowed to have ow own 
radio station. 

Please allow the Magnum Radio Gmup and WBKY-FM to 
proceed with the movc to the City of Stoughton. 

SmeTely, 

Martin W. Lamm 
Chief Stoughton Fire 5epartment 



CITY OF STOUGHTON 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
32 I South Fourth Street 
Stoughton, W153589 Memorandu (608) x73-3374 

PATRICK O‘CONNOR 
CHIEFOFPOLICE 

To: Federal Communications C 

F m :  Patrick W. OConnor. Chief 

Dats: 8/27/2004 

Re: WBKY-FM Radio License 

To whom It Mey Concern, 

The purpose of this memo is to support Magnum Radio Group’s application to 
move their WBKY-FM operatkn to the City of Stoughton, W m i n .  I be l i e  
this would be a very positive step for Stoughton Area residents in both 
community identity and information distribution. Stoughton is a community of 
approximately 12,500 people within the city boundaries, approximately 
25,000 in the immediate area, located 20 miles south of Madison 8 north of 
Janesville Wisconsin. Our community is ‘served” by these larger 
communities but as you can probably recognize that we are not a primary 
focus for radio stations within these markets. I believe that a local station will 
provide an outlet for distributing pertinent information on a priorily basis. 
Community activities such as shows at our renovated Opera House, 
community events such as Syttende Mai (yes it’s spelled that way), Coffee 
Days, Victorian Holidays, etc. all will receive more billing and help build 
further community interest in them. Other information such as school 
closings, snow emergencies, and other critical informational items will be 
more available to the community members. 

In conclusion I whole heartedly endorse Magnum Radio Group’s application to 
move their WKY operation to Stoughton W d n  and request that yw 
approve their application. 

Chief of Police 



Stoughton Area School District /Q 

clminnistratlve and Educational Services Center Office of the Superintendent 
Myron Palomba. Ph.D. 

August 26, 2004 

The Federal Conmiuiucatioiis Commission, 
Washington, D.C. 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to support the Magnum Radio Group’s (MRG) proposal to provide the frst 
FCC licensed radio service to Stoughton. I am the superintendent of Schools for the 
Stoughton Arcd School District. Our district presently serve8 approximately 3.600 
students thmugh 1 2Ih gnldr residing in Stoughton and the adjacent towns. The Stoughton 
Area School District covm approximately 90 square mila with the city olStoughton in 
the geographic center. Thc city of Stoughton has 12,500 residents, howcvcr, the four 
surrounding towns double that amount. 

Presently, there is no local radio in Sroughton that provides a local Stoughton focus for 
ncws and information. While rhe community is located near Madison, the community 
has significant individual identity and doc8 NOT considcr itself a suburb! Stoughton has 
iinmense civic pride dong with a vibrant business sector and certainly stands 
independently from Madison. 

From my vantagc point, a local radio station would only enhance the community and he 
able to provide more community rpecific services than the large conglomerates operating 
in Madison. 1 encourage the FCC 10 approve.the request 10 rtlocate WRKY-FM from 
Portage, Wisconsin to Stoughton. 

320 North Street Stoughton, WI 53589-1733 - (6081877-5000 palommy6mail.stoughtun.kl2.wl.us 
TDTRL P.02 



STOUGHTON AREA 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE 

381 fast Main Street Stoughton, Wisconsin 53589 
Non-Emergency 873.6500 EMERGENCY 91 1 

Alrgust 27,2004 

RE: 

TO Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is a follow up to the meeting held at Stoughton City Hall to dlscuss the 
interest and possibility of Magnum Radlo Gmup locating a radio station in the City of 
Stoughton. As the Director of Stoughton Area Emergency Medical Senrices (EMS), I 
can provMe you with first hand knowledge of the positive impact that a local radio 
station would have on the atizene we serve. 

Stoughton Area EMS provldes quality pre-hospital emergency medical care to a 
population of 18,869 which includes the City of Stoughton and our surrounding 
townships. We respond to an average of 1,160 calls annually. We are 8 volunteer 
service with 33 members, licensed as State of Wisconsin IV Technicians, and we serve 
our community 24/7 with two fully st8ffeU and equipped ambulances. 

The City of Stoughton's Emergency Planning Team (EPT), which consists of our Police 
Chief, Fire Chief, EMS Director and Public Works Director, is currently in the process of 
updating our city's Emergency Response Preparedness Plan. Whlle attending a recent 
mitigation meeting, sponsored by Dane County Emergency Management, Stoughton's 
EPT identifled communication as one of our top priorities and concerns during an 
emergency incident. Interestingly enough. during our bralnstorrning session, a member 
suggested we pursue the possibility of obtaining a local radio station. as 1 is imperative 
for emergency responders to have both Internal and external comrnunicatlons in place. 
The radio station would be designated as the point of contact for citizens to obtain 
information in real-time. 

A local radio station would be an asset to our community, our citizens and our 
emergency responders. Almost everyclay our nation hears news relating to homeland 
security. It is easy for Mizens to have the perceptMn it wouldn't happen in rural 
Amefica, and mat we are less of a target than those in more populated areas. On the 
contrary, local governments and emergency services nationwide, metropolitan to 
suburban. are taking steps in preparing for terrorism incidents, incidents involving 
weapons of mass destruction. training on m a s  causality, and training invoking 
environmental emergencies. Currently. almost every municipality in Dane County has 
it's emergencies dispatched by Dane County's Emergency 91 1 System. Them have 
been tlmes when the 91 1 System has been overloaded and local municipalities are 
instructed to switch radio frequencies going down to their local government 
communication channel. This in effect means Dane County wlll not be monitoring, 

Local radio station in Stoughton, Wisconsin 



dispatching or facilitating our needs during the duration of the incident. During these 
types of events many SyStemS and rBBourtBg are overloaded - even radii stations. 
Having a local radio station in our community would provide our dtkens with an outlet to 
obtaii Communications specific to their needs. The City of Stoughton has the higheet 
elderly papulatkm pw capita in Dane County. Many of these elderly citizens live 
independently, yet are homebound. Tuning into a local radio channel will provide them 
with the oppartunity to obtain information on evacuations. power outages, estimated 
times for the duration of the incident, and other communications which would be q d f i c  
to them. 

Stoughton is not a 'bedroom" community: nor do we consider ourselves a suburb of 
Madison. We are 8 thriving community that takes pride In our culture and our heritage. 
On an ongoing basis, we see how today's ideas are tomorrow's reality. We would 
appreciate your full cooperation and assistance to help Stoughton obtain its own radio 
station. 

Please feel free to conmct me if you have any questions, or need further clarification. I 
can be reached by phone at (608) 873-6500 x 670, or by e-mail at 
criadon6aci.stoua hton.wi.us 

Sincerely, 

Stoughton Lea Emergency Medical Services 

/CJR 

cc: Mayor Helen J. Johnson 



August 30,2004 

To Whom It May Concern: . .  

Stoughton Hospital endorses the c h o n  of a local radio station in the city of Stoughton as soon 88 

possible. 

With a city population approaching 13,000 and growing, our community has no individ& radio 
station to consolidate local news reportlng and wrnmunity m i c e  messages. 

Stoughton Hospital favors a loco1 radio aation h r d c r  to promote community health education 
events, hospital news activities, new programs and services and general mattcrs of interest. 

The hospital does not regularly promote ils events on Madison based radio stations with few 
exceptions due to the diverse and distant nature of these d o n s ,  which do not specialjzc in covering 
the Stoughton community. 

Sincerely. 

900 Ridge Street Stoughton WI 53S89 608-873-6611 www.rtoughtonhorpitd.com 

http://www.rtoughtonhorpitd.com


FRDM : 5TOUWTCX.I CHRMBER W CCWERCE FRX No. : 6888737743 , Rug. ,27 2864 

.. . . .  I .. . 

~~ . . . . .  ~ . .  ~ . . ~  

ST0~CXTI"N CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
532 &st Main Strest Stoughton, WI 93589 

Fax: (608) 873-7743 
c-mail: stoughtonwi@tdsmt 

web site: www.stoughtonwi.com 

phone: (608) 873-7912 (888) 873-7912 

August 27,2004 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington D>C> 20554 

I 1  

. .  

To whom it may conccrn: 

It was brought to our attention that Radio Station WJ3KFFM was denied a p%C 
license to provide radio service to the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin. Stoughton is 
a community of 12,500 citizens with a zip code population of more thnn 25,000 
people Kf we were to into consideration the Stoughton trade area., wc would 
be looking at nearly40,ooo individuals. 

Our community boasts virtually 500 separate businesses within our immediate 
boundaries. Based on the population fisores and potential ~dvertisms, there is 
enough support for a viable radio station. 

The Stoughton Chamber of Commerce fuuy supports and embraces the idea of 
having a rndio station in our community. Any mggestbm to the contrary arc just 
not supported or justifled. 

We ask that you consider WBKY's application positively. 

Edward J. Blend, Execut&ve Adminkhator 

... ii 

http://www.stoughtonwi.com

